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Unfortunately, at some time in
our lives, most of us will experi-
ence a car accident.When you are
involved in a car accident, even
if you have suffered no injuries,
there are certain things that you
should and should not do.

If you have been involved in
a minor collision, whether it
was your fault or not, it is advis-
able that you and the other
driver try to settle the matter be-
tween yourselves. If you cannot
reach an agreement, or any per-
son is being injured, you should
call the police, who must issue
a report about the accident.

The Police report is an impor-
tant proof to determine who is
responsible for the accident. You
should attach copy of this re-
port when you claim for the
damages suffered before the in-
surance company.

If the person responsible for
the accident or the other driver

involved refuses to collaborate,
you should take note of any de-
tails that may serve to identify
him, the number plate, any per-
son who might have witnessed the
accident, etc.

If you or any of the passengers
have been injured, even if the in-
juries are minor, you must always
go to see a doctor, as the medical
report will state which is the kind
of injuries that were caused as a
consequence of the car accident.
This report will be the proof for
the insurance company or the
Spanish courts to recognize your
right to receive compensation.

It is strongly recommended
that you obtain legal advice be-
fore accepting any compensation
from insurance companies.

If you feel the other driver is
at fault you may state a report
before the Spanish authorities
within six months from the ac-
cident. In this way you would be
initiating a criminal procedure,
and therefore the other driver

could be charged with the com-
mission of an offence.

If the judge does not consider
that the other driver has commit-
ted an offence, you may still bring
a suit and therefore initiate civil
procedure within one year of the

date of the accident. All victims
of a car accident, regardless the
injuries or damages they have suf-
fered, are entitled to receive com-
pensation. Applications for com-
pensation may be made to the
court within whose jurisdiction

the accident took place.
When physical injury is in-

volved, an examination by the
Court’s doctor (Medico Forense)
will be necessary. The Examin-
ing Magistrate will decide
whether compensation is payable
by the defendant and, if applica-
ble, the exact amount.

You may settle the dispute out
of court: your lawyer will nego-
tiate the amount of your compen-
sation directly with the insurance
company.

You will need skilled legal
counsel for either of these ac-
tions. A Spanish Lawyer will ad-
vise you on whether or not to
bring legal action, about the
amount you should claim and
any other questions related to
your particular case.

Cases that involve serious in-
juries always require legal help.
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