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LAST WILLS

If'ynu o, or hove the infention of buying
a property or any other ass=t located in
Spain, you need to know that even though
an English wil i walid under Spanich low in
accordance to the Spanish Civil Code and
the dispositions of the Hogue Comvenfion on
recognifion of Wik, it is, howswver, very odwis-
alble fo execuie o s=porafe Spanish Wil for
osz=fs hene. In come of deceass, if o 3panish
wil has not been setied and regisherd in
thee Lot Wik Cendnal Regisiry in Madrid, your
beneficiary would poss through a long., high-
ly bureowcrafic and expendve prooess in
order fo foke control of your ossets in Spain.
Ini this cose, the benaficiony could be shudk in
a long l=gal process with mutti-junisdicficnal
problems and pay legal bils of o few Hhow-
sand swos in onder fo execute an English
wil in Spain. The main recsons to execute o
separote Sponsh will are as folows:

M The= English wil requires obtaining a Grant
of Probate in order to be walid in Spain.
Pl=ase nofe that the said Grand of Pro-
bate s not required in England when the
aepets left in England ane low, howsver
the soid probote will be il necezary in
Spain.

M The English wil and Grant of Probate
require translafion and legalisation ot the
fion=ign ond commonsealth office.

M If the fesiaior/irx died being resident in
Jpain with no cmets in Bngland, Grant of
Probate & difficull fo obtain and special
procedure should be requesied to the
comesponding English court

M The droffing of some English wils may
include, in some circumsionces, compli-
coted concepts of fnust, which may be
difficuit to odapt or fo vnderthond under
Spanizh low, and cerfificotes of English
lrar iy b required for the benefit of
the 5panish Notary Public ond registrar.

All the obove complcotions together. resutt
in a very longe difference in cost and con-
sumpfion of fime thot con be eadly ovoided
by emecufing o separabe Spanish wil for a
reduced cost.

If you are a Beitich mational regident in Eng-
land, Walss or Morthem reland, in cose you
decease with amats only in 3pain {fhat is,
l=aving no odher cssets in England or arry
other prediction| the Spanih forced heir-
ship nules would b= held opplicable ond
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the will could be confesied by the kegal
inhertors before the couwrts. This & o very
imporiant izue too offen overdooked by
rorrspeciolsed soficions. In England, Wales
and Morthem relord, individuak can keave
assels to whomever they choose. However,
the Spaonish systermn of sucoession defines
specific nghts for cedain permons {the pro-
tecied heirs|. Whotewer o wil might say. i
can sasly be overlumed by the profeched
heirs. This iz konown oz forced heiship. From
a Jpanish perspective |and most of Buo-
pean counines) it is considensd parfecty
proper for tesiofor to be required fo make
adeguate provisons for ther dependants.
Zpanish forced heiship nules, aomongst other
things, basically impose that o minimum  of
e thinds must be left to the chideen and
onfy one third can be fresly deposed. Ao, o
lifie inharest or vsufruct on one third must ako
be l=ft fo surdving spouse.

i you need help or a second opinion about
estote planning and inheffonce fox or you
are wiling to cortest an invalid will with
inadequaie provisions in your fovour, pleoss
comtact us now fo amangs o fres frst con-
suttation meeling over a fresh coffees in the
comiort of our offices.

-3

-
r
-

N

i
a—
—




